
IBC expands coverage
US company Independence Blue Cross (IBC) has announced the availability of the GeoBlue travel medical and 
international health insurance products for individuals and families in the Pennsylvanian counties of Bucks, 
Chester, Delaware, Montgomery, and Philadelphia. Since 2011, IBC and GeoBlue have collaborated to offer 
group coverage for international business travel and expatriate insurance products and services, and this 
coverage is now available for both IBC members and the general public.

The new IBC travel and expatriate plans offered through GeoBlue will expand the availability of coverage for all 
travellers. Furthermore, expatriates will be covered in both the country where they live, and anywhere they visit. 
For example, if a GeoBlue customer relocates to a European nation, but travels to Asia or Africa, the customer 
will have healthcare coverage in each destination. Additionally, GeoBlue policies are available for purchase for 
both single-trip purposes and multi-trip needs.

“Consumers who purchase GeoBlue products can travel with confidence knowing they are covered worldwide 
by the trusted Blue brand,” said Richard Neeson, IBC executive vice-president and president of expanding 
markets. “At IBC, we’re working to help the residents of our region stay healthy and ensure that, when they do 
get sick, healthcare is safe, coordinated, and available - no matter where they are in the world.” 

“GeoBlue provides peace of mind to world travellers and expatriates as they pursue their personal goals,” said 
Brendan Sharkey, director of individual products at HTH Worldwide. “Given the global arc of business and 
leisure activities today, the need is clear: timely access to an international network of carefully selected doctors 
and hospitals to meet whatever health needs arise, and GeoBlue delivers.”

In order to use GeoBlue for short-term travel insurance, consumers must have US-based primary health 
coverage in place. However, that coverage does not need to come from a Blue Cross or Blue Shield health 
plan.

It was recently announced that the GeoBlue website has been made available in Spanish, with Brendan 
Sharkey commenting: “GeoBlue is pleased to serve the needs of the large population of Spanish speakers in 
the US. We see a lot of interest in our international health insurance products in markets such as Chicago, Los 
Angeles and Miami, where Spanish speakers represent a large segment of the population. With this new 
service, we are enabling a broader audience to better manage their healthcare overseas.”
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